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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR L84(p)(5) because they 
include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: 111. 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "operation button" must be shown 
or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is' clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

4. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it has more than 150 words. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 12 - 18, and 21 - 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Iwata (US 6778289) and Yoshida (US 6130757). 

Regarding claim L Iwata teaches an information input/output system, comprising: 

at least one printer server (M102 and M103, Fig. 6) conflgured to connect with an 
Internet and to access information contents on the Internet (acquires web content for printing 
from the Internet [El 04] as specified by a URL set by user); 

at least one printer (Ml 10) configured to connect with the printer servers (Ml 10 
connected to M102 and Ml 03 as shown in Fig. 6); 

a terminal (El 02, Fig, 4) configured to connect with the Internet (see line from El 02 
to El 04), to access the information contents on the Internet (document info request X200/T01 
to access the document), and to transmit printing request data including at least a contents 
ID specifying information contents for printing from among the information contents on 
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the Internet (T105, print URL - see also Fig, 15), and a print outputting destination ID 
specifying at least one of the printers and facsimile apparatuses for printing therewith 
specified information contents for printing (sends to the specific print server/printer El 01 it 
wants to print at, thus the ID is set in order to route the request and job to ElOl, e.g. 
printer01.ofFice.fx.co.jp); and 

a printing request administration server (E103) conflgured to connect with the 
Internet (see line between El 03 and El 04), to receive the printing request data transmitted 
from the terminal (X202 travels from the terminal to the server to get the data for printing), and 
to transmit the printing request data to the at least one of the facsimile servers and printer 
servers determined according to the print outputting destination ID (transmits the printing 
data, including the content ID [URL information included], destination ID [necessary in order to 
route the print data to the print server/printer], and actual content for printing), 

wherein each of the printer servers stores information as to the printers connected 
with the printer servers (Fig, 6, wherein the printer server and its associated memory must have 
information about the image forming unit in order to correctly send the data to it), and outputs 
the specified information contents for printing to at least one of the printers specified by 
the print outputting destination ID (outputs to the printer via Ml 08, Fig. 6), after converting 
the specified information contents for printing (converting in Ml 09, Fig. 6), according to 
information corresponding to the at least one of the printers specified by the print 
outputting destination ED (Ml 09 renders the data to be printed according to what type of data 
the image forming unit Ml 10 receives), such that the specified information contents for 
printing can be printed by at least one of the printers and facsimile apparatuses specified 
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by the print outputting destination D) (Ml 10, the printer specified by the user, thus properly 
prints out the data from the image rendering unit). 

While Iwata teaches a networked system with a device El 01 that includes both server and 
printer, Iwata does not specifically teach that the device has fax capabilities, thus not teaching a 
fax device or fax server or formatting for a fax machine. 

Yoshida teaches a networked system (Fig. 1) with a device 1 that includes server, fax, 
printing, and copying all in one device (fax 50, server in the CPUs controlling the system [see 
col 4 lines 30-33 and 48-52], printed through 60/62/73/71). This device 1 can act as a fax 
server, print server for other devices to connect to and print. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the system of Iwata can 
have a plurality of printers/composite devices which can include fax servers and fax apparatuses 
as shown in Yoshida. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow the user to have 
printouts performed at a plethora of devices as well as being able to have the information faxed 
or just printed out a fax machine. 

Regarding claim 2 . which depends from claim 1, the combination teaches that wherein at 
least one of the printers and facsimile apparatuses is configured to connect with the 
terminal so as to receive the printing request data including the contents ID and the print 
outputting destination ID transmitted from the terminal and to transmit the printing 
request data to the printing request administration server (as shown in Fig. 4 of Iwata, ElOl, 
which the CPU PI 01 controls the print server and the printer receives the data and sends it to the 
administration server El 03 for processing), and when the terminal is connected with at least 
one of the printers and facsimile apparatuses configured to connect with the terminal, the 
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printing request administration server receives the printing request data from at least one 
of the printers and facsimile apparatuses with which the terminal is connected and 
transmits the printing request data to at least one of the printers and facsimile servers 
determined according to the print outputting destination ID (El 03 receives the request from 
the ElOl, and in this case sends the information [now including the print content data] back to 
ElOl for printing because the print engine Ml 10/P107 is chosen in the destination ED). 

Regarding claim 12 , Iwata teaches an information input/output system, comprising: 

printer server (M102 and M103, Fig. 6) configured to connect with an Internet and 
to access information contents on the Internet (acquires web content for printing from the 
Internet [El 04] as specified by a URL set by user); 

printer (Ml 10) configured to connect with the printer servers (Ml 10 connected to 
Ml 02 and Ml 03 as shown in Fig. 6); 

a terminal (El 02, Fig. 4) conflgured to connect with the Internet (see line from El 02 
to El 04), to access the information contents on the Internet (document info request X200/T01 
to access the document), and to transmit printing request data including at least a contents 
ID specifying information contents for printing from among the information contents on 
the Internet (T105, print URL - see also Fig. 15), and a print outputting destination ED 
specifying at least one of the printers and facsimile apparatuses for printing therewith 
specified information contents for printing (sends to the specific print server/printer ElOl it 
wants to print at, thus the ID is set in order to route the request and job to ElOl, e.g. 
printer01.office.fx.co.jp); and 
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a printing request administration server (El 03) configured to connect with the 
Internet (see line between El 03 and El 04), to receive the printing request data transmitted 
from the terminal (X202 travels from the terminal to the server to get the data for printing), and 
to transmit the printing request data to the at least one of the facsimile servers and printer 
servers determined according to the print outputting destination ID (transmits the printing 
data, including the content ID [URL information included], destination ID [necessary in order to 
route the print data to the print server/printer], and actual content for printing), 

wherein the terminal is provided with a printing button configured to input, when 
depressed, an instruction to transmit the printing request data including at least the 
contents ED and the print outputting destination ID to the printing request administration 
server (D103, Fig. 14, which initiates the transmission of the request including the content and 
destination IDs discussed above), and the printing button is separate from an operation 
button, which is displayed on the display screen of the terminal within the information 
contents being displayed on the display screen and which links, when selected, the printing 
request data to the printing request administration server (Go-to button as shown in Fig. 8, 
wherein when the button is pressed, the user knows the print request info [the document located 
in the server] and wants to know what the URL is of it for printing [col. 5 Hnes 39-45], thus the 
user currently has the printing request information of ABCseminar as shown in Fig, 8 and thus 
has not linked that data for printing with it's location on the printing request administration 
server El 03, thus after linking with the server, the URL of Figs. 15 and 16 is had to use for 
printing). 
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While Iwata teaches a networked system with a device El 01 that includes both server and 
printer, Iwata does not specifically teach that the device has fax capabilities, thus not teaching a 
fax device or fax server or formatting for a fax machine. 

Yoshida teaches a networked system (Fig. 1) with a device 1 that includes server, fax, 
printing, and copying all in one device (fax 50, server in the CPUs controlling the system [see 
col. 4 lines 30-33 and 48-52], printed through 60/62/73/71). This device 1 can act as a fax 
server, print server for other devices to connect to and print. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the system of Iwata can 
have a plurality of printers/composite devices which can include fax servers and fax apparatuses 
as shown in Yoshida. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow the user to have 
printouts performed at a plethora of devices as well as being able to have the information faxed 
or just printed out a fax machine. 

Regarding claim 13 , which depends from claim 12, the combined system of Iwata and 
Yoshida has a printing button of the terminal comprises at least one of a soft button, which 
is displayed by software at a predetermined position on the display screen of the terminal 
(Iwata D103, Fig. 14), and a mechanical push-button switch, which is arranged at a part of 
the terminal (Yoshida 96, Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 14 , which depends from claim 12, the combination teaches wherein the 
printing button of the terminal is configured such that when the printing button is 
depressed, a part of information stored in the terminal is transmitted to the printing 
request administration server (e.g. Fig. 14, wherein if the user selects to print the autumn 
report by checking the print box and not the others, only the information [URL] of that content is 
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sent as content ID, which is part of information stored in the terminal because all three have 
information stored at the terminal in order to show in the display). 

Regarding claim 15 , which depends from claim 12, arguments analogous to claim 14 are 
applicable to claim 15 because 'information' can be the 'part of information' of claim 14 - e.g. 
the autumn report information discussed above can be the information stored in the terminal sent 
to printing request server for retrieval and printing. 

Regarding claim 16 . which depends from claim 12, the structural elements of apparatus 
claim 2 include all of the fiinctionality and elements of apparatus claim 16. Therefore, claim 16 
is rejected for reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 2. 

Regarding claims 17 and 18 , which depend from claims 14 and 15, the combination 
teaches wherein the terminal is conflgured such that it is selectively determined whether to 
display on the display screen of the terminal the part of information stored in the terminal 
which is to be transmitted to the printing request administration server when the printing 
button is depressed (the user selects in step T101/X200 what information to request and 
therefore display in Fig. 14). 

Regarding claim 2L the structural elements of apparatus claim 12 include all of the 
fiinctionality and elements of apparatus claim 21. Therefore, claim 21 is rejected for reasons set 
forth in the rejection of claim 12. 
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Regarding claim 22 . which depends from claim 21, the structural elements of apparatus 
claim 13 include all of the functionality and elements of apparatus claim 22. Therefore, claim 22 
is rejected for reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 13. 

Regarding claim 23 , which depends from claim 21, the structural elements of apparatus 
claim 14 include all of the functionality and elements of apparatus claim 23. Therefore, claim 23 
is rejected for reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 14. 

Regarding claim 24 , which depends from claim 21, the structural elements of apparatus 
claim 15 include all of the functionality and elements of apparatus claim 24. Therefore, claim 24 
is rejected for reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 15. 

Regarding claim 25 , which depends from claim 23, the structural elements of apparatus 
claim 17 include all of the functionality and elements of apparatus claim 25 Therefore, claim 25 
is rejected for reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 17. 

Regarding claim 26 , which depends from claim 24, the structural elements of apparatus 
claim 18 include all of the functionaUty and elements of apparatus claim 26. Therefore, claim 26 
is rejected for reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 18. 

6. Claims 3 and 19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Iwata and 
Yoshida as applied to claims 2 and 12 above, and further in view of Kawai et al. (US 6891636) 
and Hanzawa (US 5506661). 

Regarding claim 3 , which depends from claim 2, Iwata and Yoshida do not specifically 
teach collecting fees or storing information about fees. 
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Kawai teaches at least one of the printers and facsimile apparatuses configured to 
connect with the terminal includes a fee collecting device configured to collect a fee for 
printing therewith the specified information contents for printing (12 is a fee charging 
device for a printing system). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to charge users for printing 
in the systems of Yoshida and Iwata. The motivation for doing so would have been to recoup 
money spent on the associated consumables of printing as well as maintenance and other costs 
associated with printing. Also, the system of Kawai presents a feature of letting a user have an 
advertisement in their print job in order to decrease cost, which is a further benefit of using the 
system of Kawai. 

The combination does not specifically teach storing information of collecting the fee at a 
central location. 

Hanzawa teaches a system of storing information of collect fees for usage of systems (see 
Figs. 10-12). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to manage the fees and 
printing in a system so that whoever is running the system knows how much money they are 
making as well as how the system is doing as far as consumable use etc. The motivation for 
knowing this information is to be able to make business decisions based on it, including rate 
changes and other business decisions. 

Regarding claim 19 , which depends from claim 16, the structural elements of apparatus 
claim 3 include all of the functionality and elements of apparatus claim 19. Therefore, claim 19 
is rejected for reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 3. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Ohta (US 2001/0029531) teaches wireless remote printing system and method. 
Maniwa (US 5933584) teaches network system for unified business. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lucas Divine whose telephone number is 571-272-7432. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30am - 5:00pm, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Lucas Divine 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2624 
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